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We often hear only about Sri Guru Rayaru's miracles 
and about his karunya, rightly so too. But we also 
ought to know his intellectual contributions with utmost 
reverence. Let's try to know him beyond "the Yati who 
shows mahime through mantrakshate". 


Sri GuruRayaru was a born prodigy, a brilliant scholar 
& orator, prolific writer, excellent grammarian, 
chatuhshashti-kalaa-kovida an expert in all forms of 
learning. 


He, however went to His brother in law Sri Lakshmi 
Narasimhacharya to get educated traditionally. It was 
just like Lord Sri Krishna though He is a maestro, did 
his education at Sage Sandeepani’s Gurukula, just to 
show the customs and usage of the heritage to the 
future generation. [Sri Raghavendra Vijaya 4:9] 
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He had proficiency in music, gifted Veena 

player VeenaVenkanna. Looking at his caliber in 
grammar and expert debating skills and profound 
knowledge, Sri Sudheendra Theertharu (Vidya Guru 
of Sri Raghavendra Swamy) called him as 


“MahabhashyaVenkatanathacharya” 
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Sri Guru Raayaru had blessings and grace of Goddess 
of Learning Goddess Saraswathi and in fact he 
received disha/nirdesha (direction) from the Goddess 
before getting initiated into Asceticism. 
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Sri RaAyaru was an extraordinarily brilliant writer 
credited to have authored more than 40 divine works 
majority of which are vyakhyana on the works of Sri 
Madhvacharya (including Mahabharata Tatparya 
Nirnaya Bhava Sangraha), Sri Jayathirtharu & Sri 
VyasaRajaru, Vedas & Upanishads. 


Sri GuruRaayaru wrote Nyayasudha Parimala one of 
the most popular commentaries on Nyayasudha of 
Sri Jayateertharu. It is because of this Sri RaAyaru is 


called as Parimalacharya; 


It is believed that Sri Raayaru in his poorvashrama 
(Venkatanatha) used to spend late hours writing this 
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memorable work and once Sri Sudhendra Theertharu 
himself saw the young boy lying down after writing for 
that day and His Holiness was much impressed and 
conferred the title of Parimalacharya on him since it 
gave an exotic fragrance to the intellect. 


His independent works include famously, 


> Sri RamachaAritrya Manjari, 

>» Sri KrishnaChaAritrya Manjari, 

>» BhaAtta Sangraha, 

> PrataHkaAla Sankalpa Gadya, 

> Sarva Samarpana Gadya, 

> Nadee Taratamya Stotra, 

> Hanumat Stotra, 

> DasaAvatara Stuthi, 

> Sri RajaGopala Stotra. 

> and his music compositions famously... 

> Indu Yenage Govinda... in Kannada and 

> Maruta Ninnaya Mahime, also in Kannada which is 
a Suladi. 


During the course of his sojourn Sri Guru Raayaru 
comes to Madurai where Neelakant Dikshitar (a great 
scholar and minister in the court of Tirumali Naicker) 
highly impressed with the work of Sri Guru Raayaru on 
Bhaatta Sangraha on Mimamsa places the work on an 
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elephant and takes it in a big procession throughout 
the streets of Madurai. 


RajaAdhiraAja Guru Saarvabhouma, Mantralaya Sri 
Raghavendra Swamy for the benefit of humanity has 
composed the essence of SundaraKaAnda from the 
7th chapter of MBTN in just one sloka in his 
composition > "Mahabharata-Tatparya-Nirnaya Bhava- 
Sangraha" 
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laMkAM prApya nishAmya rAmadayithM bhaMktvA vanaM rAkShasAn | 
akShAdIn vinihatya vikShya dashakaM dagdhvA purIM tAM punaH 
tlrNAbdhiH kapibhiryutO yamanamat taM rAmachaMdraM bhajE |! 7 II 


Meaning... 


I worship Lord Sri Ramacandra by whose Grace, Sri 
Hanuman, 
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> crossed the ocean easily; 

> reached Lanka; 

> found Sita; 

> demolished the Ashokavana; 
> saw the ten-headed Ravana; 
> burned the Lankapuri; 

> again crossed the ocean; 

> returned and bowed to Him. 


It is believed that by reciting this sloka with sincere 
devotion and faith one will get the benefit of making 
Sundarakanda Parayana. 


Sri KrishnaCharitryaManjari 


Sri GuruRayaru for the benefit of humanity composed 
essence of story of Lord Sri Krishna from Bhagavatha & 
Maha-Bharata puranas in 28 slokas titled "Sri Krushna 
Charitrya Manjari" highlighting attributes of ParamAtma 
- Hari Sarvottamatva/Taratamya. 


Sri RaAmacHaAritryamAnjAri... 


Sri RagHavendra Swamy for the benefit of humanity 
narrated SrimadRamayana in eleven verses called 
Sri Ramacharitrya Manjari - By reciting this sacred 
stotra one gets the benefit of reciting Srimad 
Ramayana & also praying Sri Ramachandra Prabhu. 


In one of His best treatises 
"PratahkaAlaSankalpaGadya" Sri GuruRaAyaru has 
made a stimulating description of Sri VaAyu Devaru the 
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Mukhya Praana who is the foremost among the 
worshippers of the Almighty Supreme God, 
SriManNarayana. 


MDIVOGOSSID, MosSSUOSVETOWDISOBO 
BUG, 3s Adeabsdsovonesaosonss | 
ND SS NBO WISANHNOIVTeSDy WoIVedSs 
dLMS MHosPaeoD ab3ooes Bodror ay, So monwvo || 


Maa bps Ch aAPONG A date 
AAA aatlae apn iaananaqNsya: | 
fameratas toa eRe Tae a: 
MAMA UTAGAANTE HAYS Ase I 
(Sri Raghavendra Mangalashtaka - Sloka # 3) 


Through this sloka from Sri Raghavendra 
Mangalashtaka, Sri Appannacharyaru is giving us an 
idea/estimate of the depth of Sri Guru RaAyaru's 
knowledge and the type of devotees serving him. 


"Including Vedas, Upanishads, Bramha-Sutras, 
Puranas, Mimamsa (Poorva/Uttara), Sri GuruRayaru is 
an erudite, proficient, well-versed & expert in Alankara 
Shastra, Poetry, Drama (Nataka), Arts, Nyaya- 
Vaiseshika, Yoga-shastra, Music etc. he was/is adored 
by multitude from all Varnas." 
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Just an example of the prowess of Sri GuruRaayaru in 
Arts, the moorti (Vigraha) of Lord Venkateshwara 
sculpted and installed at Mantralayam by Sri 
GuruRaayaru. 

JL TIPHLOG, Da cbNwW WWd Sada), Sowon Towers BdHNd 
Here Bd MdHoB CUAD 53... 


“QOD ANN MeedoB | vas ob DIDIODOGS BoeGoe BDVWODD’...” 


‘Indu Yenage Govinda Ninnaya paadaaravindava toro 
Mukundane..."AAA 
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During his stay at Udupi kshethra Sri GuruRaayaru 
made with his swahastha a Golden icon of Udupi Sri 
Krishna that is being worshipped even today at 
Mantralayam and shown during Sri Moola RaAma 
Devara pooja as Santhana Gopala Krishna. 


Sri GuruRaayara erudite mastery in literary works is 
eulogized in Sri RaAghavendra Ashtottara 
SathanaAmaAvali (composed by Sri Appannacharyaru) 
as follows... 

>» Sarva VidyaaPraveenaaya Namaha; 

> Pada-Vaakya-Pramaana-Paaravaara- 

Paarangathaaya Namaha; 
> SamagraTeekaVykhyaakartre Namaha; 


>» ChandrikaaPrakaasakaarine Namaha; 
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> TarkaTaandavaVyaakhyaatre Namaha; 

> TeekaaPratyakshaarthaPrakaashakaaya Namaha; 

> JayaRaajaMukhyaAbhipraayavetre Namaha; 

> BhaashyaaTeekaadyaViruddhagranthakartre 
Namaha; 

> Pratipadam-Pratyaksharam- 
BhaashyaaTeekaarthaGraahine Namaha; 

> BhaattaSangrahakartre Namaha; 


> SarvaPanditaSamMataaya Namaha; 
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Assimilating fully the nuances of nectar like Dvaita 
Siddantha, Sri Raayaru rejected/refuted the negative 
philosophies born out of ignorance and negative 
tendencies which are poisonous in nature; 


Sri GuruRaayaru gladly wrote exemplary 
commentaries 
(teeka/tippani/vyakhyana/khandaartha...) on ten 
Upanishads and other works of Sri Madhvacharyaru, Sri 
Jayatheertharu which are acceptable and which gave 
bountiful happiness to scholars and to the novice, 


Rayaru is SarvaPanditaSamMataaya Namaha! 


Sri GuruRayaru inherited such a divine lineage that has 
propagated a complete system of understanding true 
Vedanta down the line by an august group of eminent 
Madhva-Yatis of Vedanta Samrajya. 


In his magnum opus GuruGunaStavana Sri Vaadeendra 
Theertharu profusely extolls the glory of Sri Guru 
Raayaru in his literary works, his commentary writing 
style. In one of the verses, Sri Vaadeendraru describes 
that, Sri Rayaru never thinks illogical, inappropriate, 
impertinent, or unfairly. He always thinks about correct 
knowledge, never mentions anything that has not been 
uttered by jnanins and are not approved by Shastras. 
He never imposes his views, and there is absolutely no 
redundancy in any of his works. He never erases or 
corrects that he writes once so it is imperative that all 
glorify Sri Rayara great works. Sri Vaadeendraru says 
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that this is the reason why he does not forget to praise, 
worship, and pray Sri GuruRayaru in all his works. 


(sangraha) 


RajaAdhiraja Guru SaArvabhouma 

Sri RaAgHavendra Swamy the king of ascetics, an 
epitome of auspicious attributes, may He bless all of us 
with prosperity which is firm and everlasting. 


Toplt aed Hee BATA 
WeReNad Rad MIs TAA | | 


edeed obs Todeds advwod sabvoabse 
ToBOoIsoaSe OSe OowdeoDo SAB abe | | 


This sloka highlights the merits of surrendering to Sri 
Guru RaAyaru; 


If only one surrenders with full faith, devotion and 
sincerity at the lotus feet of Sri GuruRaAyaru there is 
nothing impossible. 


“Thava Sankeerthanam Veda-ShaastraArtha 
Jnaana Siddhayet” 


By worshiping Sri Guru Raayaru with total faith and 
devotion even a dumb can speak eloquently with the 
blessings of SeshadEvaru the thousand headed Serpent 
God the divine seat/bed on whom Paramatma Vishnu 
reclines who is MukundaSayana; and with Sri 
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GuruRaayara blessings even a riktha (destitute) can 
become wealthy in all aspects including the riches; 


It is one of the miracles of Sri GuruRaayaru, how 
Venkanna a poor Brahmin/Cowherd with the blessings 
of Sri RaAyaru could become not only literate but also 
went on to become Diwan for a kingdom; 


If only one approaches Sri GuruRaAyaru with all 
humility, and bhakti one will never return empty 
handed (Riktha); 


Mao Oe,cSdaobe S,adeoHesoeodse | 
SCOoPBeoB Mose Sadoess osdaovsse | | 


galfesaicerad durddiatad | 
Hadad THSaaaarera | | 


This sloka is charama sloka on Sri 
Guru RaAghavendra Theertharu composed by His 
disciple and successor Sri YogeEndraTheertharu; 


Meaning... 


like Sun dispels the darkness, 

Sri GuruRaAyaru destroys/dispels the ignorance, 
wrong tenets; doctrines/vipareeta jnaana born out of 
negative tendencies, and is like Moon in granting boons 
to the devotees of Lord Vishnu who believe in Hari- 
Sarvottamatva; My obeisance and salutations to the 
utmost compassionate, kind and merciful Guru 

Sri Raaghavendra. 
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Those who everyday pray and contemplate with bhakti 
on the Lotus feet of GURU Sri RAGHAVENDRA 
TEERTHARU, such people by the benevolent grace of 
GURU RAGHAVENDRA will gain mastery on all satt 
shastras. 


They will always be victorious in all their endeavors, 
they will always win over their opponents, they will 
gain mastery and expertise in expounding vaidika 
matha, they will become famous, earn lot of popularity 
and all their desires will be fulfilled. 


This was composed by Shri nArayaNAcharya, a relative 
of Sri Venkatanatharu on the eve of Sri GURU 
RAYARU’s Pattabhisheka. 


What is to be noted is that this is not a charama shloka 
kind of verse but one which was composed on the day 
of Sri RAYARU’s pattabhisheka. So, for Sri 
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NarayaNacharyaru to talk with such conviction on 
swarupa of Sri Rayaru means, his power to grace his 
bhaktas/followers/ dependents was established even 
before Sri Venkatanatharu became a Paramahamsa 
yati. (sangraha) 


Sri GuruRaajo Vijayate 
nAham kArtA hAriH kArtA 
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